April 28, 2004
February 23, Defense Secretary
Rumsfeld said the war ‘‘could last 6

days, 6 weeks. | doubt 6 months.”” Now
it is over a year later and the war is
still going on. A total of 724 American
troops have been Kkilled, 585 of them
after President Bush declared major
combat operations had ended.

We are in a quagmire that is the re-
sult of miscalculations and poor plan-
ning by the administration, but for the
sake of our troops it is time for the
chicken hawks in this administration
to end the arrogance and the bravado
that has put us in the mess we are in
right now.

If we want someone effectively to de-
fend our Nation and support our troops,
I say let us look to someone who un-
derstands what it really means to an-
swer the call and defend your country.

| yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. For the
information of Members, there are still
4 minutes 30 seconds remaining. Does
the Senator wish to yield back the
time?

Mr. LAUTENBERG. | yield back all
the time, yes.

————

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning
business is closed.

——————

INTERNET TAX
NONDISCRIMINATION ACT

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of S. 150, which the
clerk will report.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A bill (S. 150) to make permanent the mor-
atorium on taxes on Internet access and
multiple and discriminatory taxes on elec-
tronic commerce imposed by the Internet
Tax Freedom Act.

Pending:

McCain amendment No. 3048, in the nature
of a substitute.

Daschle amendment No. 3050 (to the lan-
guage of the bill proposed to be stricken by
amendment No. 3048), to eliminate methyl
tertiary butyl ether from the United States
fuel supply, to increase production and use of
renewable fuel, to increase the Nation’s en-
ergy independence.

Domenici amendment No. 3051 (to amend-
ment No. 3050), to enhance energy conserva-
tion and research and development and to
provide for security and diversity in the en-
ergy supply for the American people.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Arizona.

Mr. McCAIN. Mr. President, | came
to the floor to urge consideration of
the Internet Tax Moratorium Act, the
proposal, debate, and voting on ger-
mane amendments. As | came to the
floor, | heard this attack on the Presi-
dent of the United States and the ad-
ministration. It was pretty rough stuff,
calling people chicken hawks and talk-
ing about service to the country or
lack thereof.

I am sure the statements just made
by the Senator from New Jersey reflect
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the intense partisanship and recent dis-
cussions and charges and
countercharges on talk shows and
cable television and radio all over
America. | think it might be an inter-
esting and maybe sometimes enter-
taining exercise—the little drawing of
the chicken hawk was kind of clever. |
have to hand it to whoever the artist
is.

But isn’t it a fact that we are now en-
gaged in a war? Isn’t it a fact right now
that, as we speak, our marines are at-
tacking Falluja and | am sure incur-
ring casualties, these brave young
Americans?

I don’t know if they get C-SPAN over
in Irag, but here they are with their
lives literally on the line, trying to
bring freedom or ensure the freedom of
the Iraqi people. They get television—
if not C-SPAN, | know they get Armed
Forces Television in many of the bases
in lrag—what do they see? They see us
attacking each other about service or
nonservice in a conflict that ended
more than 30 years ago.

All of us who stand here—I haven’t
known of an elected or nonelected poli-
tician who hasn’t said: We are all be-
hind the troops; we are behind the men
and women in the military; we support
them 100 percent no matter what. What
are they supposed to think? Are we
really supporting them and are we in-
terested in bringing about a successful
conclusion to the Iraqi conflict?

Senator KERRY, the Democrat nomi-
nee, says we have to stay the course.
He may have different views as to ex-
actly how to do that than the Presi-
dent and the administration, but we
are in agreement. Meanwhile, what are
we doing on the floor of the Senate? We
are attacking the President’s creden-
tials because of his service or lack of
service in a war that ended 30 years
ago, more than 30 years ago.

I think that is wrong. | wish we
would stop it. I wish we would just
stop, at least until the fighting in lraq
is over.

Second, maybe we could devote some
of our time and effort and energy in
coming up with a bipartisan approach
to this conflict. Yes, there are enor-
mous difficulties. No, things haven’t
worked out as well as they should
have. Yes, I, myself, would have had
different approaches to the challenge
in Iraq. But we are there. We are in a
very crucial moment. Why don’t we all
join together and sit down and work
out, with the administration, both
sides of the aisle, a common approach
so we send a single message? Not that
we are refighting the Vietnam war, but
that we are committed to seeing this
thing through in Iraq because we can-
not afford to fail. We cannot afford to
fail.

There will be plenty of time after
this conflict is over. We may even have
a commission. We have commissions
for everything else; why not have a
commission after we have democracy
in Irag to find out where we failed in
Iraq? That would be fine with me. I
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wouldn’t particularly want to serve on
it, but let’s have a commission.

But in the meantime, don’t you
think our focus and attention is mis-
placed? We are talking about chicken
hawks. When the President of the
United States is the one whose most
solemn responsibility is to be Com-
mander in Chief of our Armed Forces,
and to prosecute a conflict that was
authorized by an overwhelming vote in
this body, and we are calling him a
chicken hawk—please. Is that the ap-
propriate time and place for this kind
of activity?

I do know some of my colleagues on
the other side of the aisle don’t like
this. | know my friend Senator
LIEBERMAN proposed that we all join
together to try to come up with a com-
mon approach. | don’t know if that is
possible in this day and age, but it is
certainly something worth consider-
ation. But at least, could we declare
that the Vietnam war is over and have
a cease-fire and agree that both can-
didates, the President of the United
States and Senator KERRY, served hon-
orably—end of story. Now let’s focus
our attention on the conflict that is
taking place in lIraqg, that is taking
American lives as | speak on this floor.

I don’t want to belabor the subject,
but I do want to expand on it a little
bit. It is a symptom of the extreme
partisanship that exists in this body
today on both sides of the aisle.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, could | ask
the Senator to yield for a brief com-
ment?

Mr. McCAIN. | am glad to yield to
my friend from Nevada.

Mr. REID. | had to step off the floor
for a phone call, and | apologize. But
what | wanted to say to the Senator
from Arizona, the Senator from Ari-
zona, in my opinion, is exemplary in
his statements on the floor and off the
floor about what has been going on be-
tween the two people who are going to
be running for President in November.

| believe the Senator from Arizona
has defended the Democratic nominee,
his war record.

Mr. McCAIN. And
the United States.

Mr. REID. That is right. | was going
to say, and the President of the United
States. We would be better off if every-
one in this very delicate Presidential
election would follow the lead of the
Senator from Arizona. We do not need,
in my opinion, to get into what went
on in Vietnam.

We are proud of what Senator KERRY
has done, and whatever President Bush
has done, he is Commander in Chief
now. It would be better off for every-
body, | repeat, for the second time, if
we followed the lead of the Senator
from Arizona and not question what
went on during those war years.

I would say, though, to my friend
from Arizona, | feel as if | am in high
school now—“They started it,”’ that
kind of thing. | think we need to get
back to the real issues; that is, how we
are going to finish the situation in

the President of
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